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Show our love through kindness, determination and curiosity; strengthening ourselves and our community 
 

Please remember we are a nut free school 
Headteacher’s Message 

Christmas Fayre 

On Saturday we held our joint Christmas Fayre with Pre-school, and it was a great success! 

There was a wonderful community feel throughout the event, and together we raised an 

impressive £1,259.37, which will be split between the two organisations. 

A massive thank you to everyone who gave their time so generously to plan the event and to 

help out on the day. We are incredibly grateful for all your support. 

Panto 

On Monday, the whole school enjoyed a pantomime performance of Rick 

Whittington by the West Midlands Theatre Company. It was a very funny show 

with lots of opportunities for the children to join in. We were also delighted 

that Pre-school were able to share the fun. 

Thank you to the PTA for funding these opportunities that bring such joy to our 

community. 

 

 

Didcot Library Visit 

Birch Class enjoyed their return visit to Didcot Library today. They once again 

had the chance to share stories, browse the fabulous collection, and choose 

new books to take home. 

Thank you to everyone who returned their books from the previous visit. We 

are still missing a handful, so please keep an eye out for them. 

 

Day in the Life of a Chickpea 

The Dialogue Society visited school on Wednesday and ran a workshop for 

KS2. Entitled a day in the Life of a Chickpea the workshop uses the journey of a 

simple chickpea to help children explore key British Values — democracy, the 

rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of different 

faiths and beliefs. In this engaging one-off session, pupils reflect on identity, 

community, and belonging through imaginative activities that make complex 

ideas accessible. 
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Attendance Update 

 
Our whole-school attendance this week 
was 91.62%.  This is below the national 
average. 
 
Even though we are getting close to 
Christmas, it is still vitally important that 
your child is in school every day. Learning 
continues right up to the end of term, 
and we also have lots of exciting 
activities planned that your child won’t 
want to miss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Week’s Learning 

 
Acorn Class 
This week in Acorn Class, the children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the story of The Marvellous Moon Map. In 
maths, they have taken part in activities that highlight the purpose and importance of counting. We have also been 
learning about our school values, introducing new vocabulary such as curiosity and determination. In addition, the 
children have been discovering features of our local community, including different types of houses and homes, and 
learning about the places we can find in our village. Mrs Beeton 
 
Birch Class 
This week in Birch Class, we have continued reading The Secret Forest. We have explored how the author uses 
questions and commands to guide the reader and have written our own by looking closely at the illustrations. In 
maths, we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes. We have been naming a range of shapes and beginning to 
explore their properties, such as the number of sides, edges, faces and vertices. In history, we compared the causes 
and consequences of the Gunpowder Plot. In science, we continued to investigate the properties of materials, 
focusing on which materials are waterproof. Miss Clarke 
 
Pine Class  
Pine Class said goodbye to our student teacher Miss Newman today. We loved having her in class; we will miss her 
calm presence. In English, we started to write stories about how the Iron Man was created. In maths we finished 
learning about each of the times tables up to 12 and have now started to learn about factors. In science, we learnt 
about evaporation and condensation. We finished the week with a great swimming lesson, learning about water 
safety in our pjs! Mrs McNamee 
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Oak Class 
This week in Maths, Oak Class have been working with decimal numbers. In English, they have begun their new 
writing journey, learning about the following grammar features: the past simple and past progressive tenses, 
recognising time conjunctions, and using a semi-colon. They also looked at an example of a diary entry and identified 
the key features needed to write an engaging one. In RE, the children have been learning about the importance of 
light in the Hindu festival of Diwali.  Mrs Greenway and Mrs Fraser  
 
Pendon Museum - Pop-up Café Wednesday 10th December, 10.00am-12.30pm  
This is a free drop-in event, with just a small charge for drinks and cake to cover the costs.  All donations from the 
cakes go to support a local group, so please go along and support it if you can. The café is friendly to dog walkers, but 
they will need to have their refreshment outside with their dog(s). 
 

Early Help 

 
All families need support at different times, and we are open to talking about this so that we can assist you or 
recommend other resources that could be helpful. Early Help support is available to all families via any professional, 
helping to identify and address issues early. For details, see: Early-help-guide-for-families-Sept-2023.pdf 
 This can be a valuable resource, and we are happy to guide you in accessing it if needed.   
 

Young Carers 

 
A young carer is a child or young person who helps to look after a family member who may be ill, have a disability, 
experience mental health challenges or struggle with issues related to substance misuse. Their role can involve 
practical tasks, emotional support, or simply being someone who is always there to help. 
 
Being a young carer can be rewarding, but it can also bring challenges. That is why we are committed to ensuring all 
our young carers feel understood, supported and valued. In school, this means offering a safe space to talk, checking 
in regularly, and making sure they have the time and help they need to thrive both emotionally and academically. 
 
If you think your child may be a young carer, or if your family would benefit from additional support, please contact 
us. We work closely with local services to ensure families can access the right help, and we are always here to listen. 
 
Together, we can ensure that every child in our school community feels seen, supported and celebrated. 
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Dates for your Diaries 2025-2026 

Thursday 11th December 
 

Christmas jumper and Christmas lunch day 

Friday 12th December  
 

Christingle in church 4pm 

Tuesday 16th December Lego day funded by PTA 

Wednesday 17th December  
 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity 10am &2pm 

Friday 6th February 
 

Pine Class Assembly 3pm 

Thursday 5th March 
 

World Book Day 

Tuesday 24th March 
 

Pine Class Performance 3:30pm & 5:30pm 

Wednesday 22nd April 
 

Parents Evening 3:30-5:30pm 

Thursday 23rd April 
 

Parents Evening 7-7pm 

Friday 24th April 
 

Birch Class Assembly 3pm 

Week beginning 11th May 
 

SATs Week 

Tuesday 19th May 
 

Sports Day- 10am followed by picnic lunch 

Week beginning 8th June 
 

Phonics screening check 

Friday 12th June 
 

Acorn Class Assembly 3pm 

Wednesday 15th July  
 

Oak Class Performance 2pm & 6pm 
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